Abstract 

An apparatus and method for screening packets at an interface 
between a local site and an external network, A heuristic profiler ascribes a 
hierarchical value to each address on the external network based at least on 
prior activity associated with the address and a filter selectively passes 
packets from the external network to the site on the basis, at least, of the 
hierarchical value ascribed to the source address associated with each packet. 
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